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an offering to Tlaloc, the god of the waters, who had a fine
temple on the spot.1 The Chams of Annam have traditions
of a time when living men were thrown into the sea every
year in order to propitiate the deities who looked after the
fishing, and when children of good family were drowned in
the water-channels in order that the rice-fields might be duly
irrigated.2

This last instance brings out a more kindly aspect of the Water-
water-spirits. If these beings are dreaded by the fisherman ^"^
and the mariner who tempt the angry sea, and by the beneficent
huntsman who has to swim or ford the rushing rivers, they
are viewed in a different light by the shepherd and the fertility.
husbandman in hot and arid lands, where the pasture for the
cattle and the produce of the fields alike depend on the
supply of water, and where prolonged drought means
starvation and death for man and beast. To men In such
circumstances the spirits of the waters are beneficent beings,
the dispensers of life and fertility, whether their blessings
descend as rain from heaven or well up as springs of
bubbling water in the parched desert. In the Semitic East,
for example, where the rainfall is precarious or confined to
certain seasons, the face of the earth is bare and withered
for most of the year, except where it is kept fresh by irriga-
tion or by the percolation of underground water. Here,
accordingly, the local gods or Baalim had their seats
originally in spots of natural fertility, by fountains and the
banks of rivers, in groves and tangled thickets and green glades
of mountain hollows and deep watercourses. As lords of the
springs and subterranean waters they were supposed to be
the sources of all the gifts of the land, the corn, the wine and
the oil, the wool and the flax, the vines and the fig-trees.3

Where water-spirits are thus conceived as the authors of Water-
fertility in general, it is natural that they should be held to *^d
extend the sphere of their operations to men and animals; bestowing
in other words, that the power of bestowing offspring on
barren women and cattle should be ascribed to them.    This
ascription comes out clearly in a custom observed by Syrian
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